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Objectives

1. The participant will be able to explain the rationale and importance 
of scanning containers/sets in the OR.

2. The participant will be able to identify options to promote  OR staff 
scan compliance for successful patient-level tracking processes

3. The participant will have an understanding how to link a set to a 
surgical case using CensiTrac
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Regulatory Standards and Trends

• According to The Joint Commission:

– Standard IC.02.02.01 states “The hospital reduces the risk

of infections associated with medical equipment, devices

and supplies.”

– With a lack of monitoring and documentation of sterilization 
or high-level disinfection of equipment it is difficult to track 
the use of equipment on a specific patient, complicating the 
patient notification process when an outbreak occurs.

The Joint Commission. Improperly sterilized or high-level disinfected equipment.
(2014, May). Quick Safety, Issue 2
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• UDI:  An FDA Initiative

– The UDI initiative evolved out of the fact that there was no 
system that could collect on-going data on medical devices 
and link individual patients to a specific device to which 
they have had exposure. But change is coming…

Regulatory Standards and Trends

Note:  This schedule is valid as of the date this document was published.
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Important Note…

• If your sites scans instruments to containers/sets in 
Assembly/Prep and Pack, CensiTrac keeps track of what 
instruments were part of which containers/sets for a 
specific case on a certain date.

• OR only scans containers/sets to case tracking
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Barriers to Patient-level Tracking

• Industry moved toward rigid containers (“Cans”)

• Each set labeled on the outside of the container and inside 
basket using a dynamo label maker

• RNs were to document the number of sets used in patient’s 
electronic health record

• No way of tracking location or usage of set

• Multiple hiding places for sets

• When a set was missing, process that supported tracking 
containers fell apart
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Using CensiTrac to Your Advantage

• Key functionality to link sets to cases
– Options to minimize scans based on processes
– OR Scheduler to promote efficient delivery to the OR

• Process options to support tracking assets to cases
– Good
– Better
– Best

• Reporting tools to retrieve data when needed 
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Determining Scan Points (Good Options)

• SPD links sets to Case (Good Option)
– track assets built to a case cart using manual case tracking

• SPD links sets to Case (Better Option)
– track assets built to a case cart using the OR scheduler 

interface 

• OR links sets to Case (Best Option)
– OR staff scans only the used assets after each case
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Linking Sets to Cases with CensiTrac
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Linking Sets to Cases with OR Scheduler
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Question and Answer


